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Budget News: The 2021-22 County budget was approved by the Board of  
Supervisors and it was mostly good news for Riverside County.  Despite our fears 
at the beginning of the COVID Crisis last year, revenues (taxes & fees) have been 
coming in very strong. Although government will NEVER have enough money to 
satisfy its thirst, your tax dollars were able to keep essential county services at 
respectable levels and even provide a boost to some. Here are some details from 
the $6.9 billion budget: 
 
 *Fire – The County’s longtime partner and contractor (CAL FIRE) was able 
to substantially reduce its statewide overhead charges to the County (&  contract  
cities), saving millions of dollars. This money is largely being reinvested back into 
the department to purchase needed apparatus and equipment. Additionally, the 
Board was able to bump up funding to add additional staffing to help with overtime 
impacts and to fund three patrol rigs to help with surge capacity when multiple 
fires occur in our county. 
 
 *Deputies – The Sheriff’s Department will be bumping up its recruitment 
efforts for patrol deputies, local tax dollars will be funding $5.5 million in  
additional patrol positions for unincorporated communities.  
 
 *Animal Services – The Blythe Animal Shelter has been in financial   
trouble, and was recommended to be closed, but the Board approved one-time 
funding to keep it open while other options are evaluated, including a possible joint
-use facility similar to the shelter  operated in Wildomar for the benefit of the cities 
of Lake Elsinore, Canyon Lake, Wildomar and other cities who all work together 
through a Joint Powers Authority arrangement. 
 
 *Behavioral Health – Nearly every Sheriff station across the county had 
been previously approved for a Community Behavioral Assessment Team (CBAT) 
which works with local contract cities and unincorporated communities to provide 
behavioral health clinicians in the field with deputies to help respond to “behavioral 
health-related calls” (including drug-related issues). The only Sheriff station (at 
least in the western half of the county) that had NOT been included in the original 
CBAT staffing was the Lake Elsinore Station serving the Elsinore Valley,  
Wildomar, Canyon Lake, and the Temescal Valley.  That void is now being fixed 
with this new budget! 
 
 *Coordination of Social Services – I cannot adequately describe the  
massive county operations and agencies (mostly funded by the State & Feds) that 
are in place for residents who seek government assistance from one or more  
programs (housing, health care, food programs, workforce training, counseling, 
etc.). A big challenge is coordinating all the various services for the benefit of the 
individual and the professionals providing those services, so that people get all the 
help they need. The Board just approved an initial investment ($3.5m) toward 
building an Integrated Service Delivery network that will improve cooperation  
between departments.   
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 *Infrastructure – For those of you who reside in non-city communities, the Unincorporated  
Communities Infrastructure (UCI) fund was bumped up to $5m to help pave neighborhood dirt roads, 
build sidewalks, flood control projects, etc.    
 

The above is just a very small snapshot of budget issues. You can read the whole “recommended 
budget” (a few changes were made by the BOS before approval), along with important context about 
the process here: https://rivco.org/about-county/budget-and-financial-information. If you have a  
specific budget question, please drop us an email.  
 

Help Wanted – Our office has several volunteer vacancies to fill. One is to serve on the County Fair 
Board to help coordinate the annual County Fair in Indio. We have alternate positions open for our 
Lakeland Village and Woodcrest Municipal Advisory Councils, the Children & Families Advisory  
Committee has an opening, and we need a resident who lives within three miles of the El Sobrante 
Landfill to serve on the Commission that oversees that contract.  For more information, see the  
information below. 
 

Lighten-Up – This is likely going to be long hot summer with huge strains on our statewide electrical 
grid. I’ve been chewed out for suggesting this before, but I strongly encourage fellow residents to  
always be prepared (disaster kits) and to have a portable generator (and long extensions cords)  
on hand to run your refrigerator and maybe some fans should we get hit with rolling brown-outs. Being 
better prepared is never a bad idea.   
 

If you have any suggestions or concerns about county services, please feel free to email me or my 
staff. 
 

Respectfully,  
Kevin Jeffries 
 

Fair Board  (National Date Festival) - One (1) Opening 
 

El Sobrante Landfill Citizen Oversight Committee—One (1) Opening Resident 
 

In Home Support Services (IHSS) - Recipient of IHSS Services—One (1) opening 
 

Behavioral Health Commission - Family Member - One (1) opening 
 

Lakeland Village Community Advisory Council— One (1) Alternate 
 

Woodcrest Municipal Advisory Council (MAC) - One (1) Alternate 
 

First 5 Advisory Committee– Two (2) opening  
 

Riverside County Flood Control Commission—Zone 1—One (1) opening 
* Riverside Area, see map: https://rcflood.org/About-the-District/District-Zones/Zone-1 

Interested in serving your local community?  
Perhaps you are more of a regional advocate?  

If you live in or have a business in District #1, be sure to look at the list  
of openings we have below for local commissions. 

If you feel you have the time to dedicate to making the district a better place feel free to 
apply online at www.supervisorjeffries.com, under Boards & Commissions 

https://rivco.org/about-county/budget-and-financial-information
https://rcflood.org/About-the-District/District-Zones/Zone-1
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We had a full house at the Good Hope Community Center for the Senior BBQ Soft 
Opening Event on June 17th. Our seniors had a great time playing Bingo, enjoying 

lunch, and catching up with friends!! We had close to 50 seniors in attendance.  

Good Hope Senior Soft Opening Event 
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Temescal Valley Community Clean–Up 
 

The We Are Temescal Valley Beautification Committee and the Temescal Heritage     
Foundation sponsored and hosted a community clean-up on Saturday, June 12. Our office 
was happy to take part and lend a hand at the clean-up. There were around 200 vehicles 
from the community that dropped off items to be donated, shredded or trashed. There 
were about 20 volunteers from the community which really helped make this event run 
smooth. Great job to all of those involved, and thank you for your clean-up efforts! 
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First District Profile 

 

Kevin Jeffries was elected in November 2012 to 
represent the residents of the 1st Supervisorial  

District on the Riverside County Board of  
Supervisors.  This district covers the cities of  
Riverside, Lake Elsinore, Canyon Lake, and  

Wildomar, and unincorporated communities  
including Woodcrest, Lake Mathews,  

Mead Valley, Temescal Valley, Good Hope,  
Lakeland Village, El Cariso, Meadowbrook,  

La Cresta, Tenaja, DeLuz and Spring Hills. 

Non-Profit Spotlight 
 

Riverside Art Museum 
 

Located in the historic Mission Inn District of downtown Riverside, the Riverside Art Museum’s (RAM) 
architecturally significant 1929 building is a former YWCA facility designed by Hearst Castle and AIA 
Gold Medal-winning architect Julia Morgan. 
 
The building’s distinctive architecture, as a work of art in its own right, brought it to the attention of the 
Riverside Art Center in the 1960s. Purchased from the YWCA on July 5, 1967, Morgan’s building  
became the proud home of the Riverside Art Museum. 
 
The building is now home to artists and art lovers as a place to quietly roam and experience the world 
of art. Discover a wealth of opportunities to learn and be inspired in their galleries where there’s  
something to pique everyone’s interests and to challenge their perceptions of what art is. 
 
Showing a mix of solo, group, and permanent collection exhibits featuring traditional and contemporary/
modern art, the RAM regularly displays the work of some of the best artists in the world, including  
Robert Williams, Takashi Murakami, Shag, Kathe Kollwitz, James Gurney, Marc Chagall, Millard 
Sheets, Shepard Fairey, Corita Kent, and Don O’Neill, as well as exhibits highlighting the works of  
talented local members and aspiring high school students.   
 
In addition to the collections currently showcased at the RAM, The Cheech Marin Center for Chicano 
Art & Culture is slated to open in the Spring of 2022.  Located in the former Riverside City Library 
across from the Mission Inn, this 61,000+ square foot facility will feature various forms of Chicano art 
including paintings, sculpture, photography, and video arts.  Stayed tuned for the grand opening  
announcement. 
 
For more information on RAM, visit their website at:  http://www.riversideartmuseum.org/  

 

http://www.riversideartmuseum.org/
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County of Riverside landlord incentive program  
A new payment incentive program launched to aid in affordable housing 

 

The Housing Authority of the County of Riverside has launched a new landlord incentive program 

aimed at increasing affordable housing options for Housing Choice Voucher families throughout      

Riverside County. The program goal is to promote new landlord relationships and further support to 

existing landlords by offering an incentive payment to participate in the Housing Choice Voucher, a 

Section 8 tenant-based program. 

  
The incentives include a one-time payment of $2,500 to landlords who are new to the Housing Choice 

Voucher Program or have been inactive for the last 12 months, or $500 per unit to existing landlords 

who lease a unit to a Housing Choice Voucher participant. 

  

In eligible circumstances, a one-time rent affordability payment can be made, when rent needs to be 

negotiated down for the unit to be affordable for the voucher holder. 

  

This incentive program is an effort to increase affordable housing in Riverside County for many    

Housing Choice Voucher families who were severely impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. As the 

economy begins to recover, the county is working to ensure that residents who are once again    

working towards self-sufficiency are able to secure housing.  

  

The new landlord incentive program is funded through the Department of Housing and Urban         

Development as part of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security (CARES) Act, which allows 

local housing authorities to respond and equip low-income families with housing resources as a result 

of the pandemic. 

  

The County of Riverside recognizes and commends the investment of property owners willing to help 

individuals who need affordable housing. To learn more, call 951-343-5428 or 951-343-5437. 



 

Supervisor Kevin Jeffries—District #1  Website- www.SupervisorJeffries.org    Email - district1@rivco.org 

4080 Lemon St, 5th Floor Riverside, CA 92501 (951) 955-1010  *  16275 Grand Avenue, Lake Elsinore, CA  92530 (951) 471-4500 

Page 7 Jeffries Journal 

 

 

 



 

Supervisor Kevin Jeffries—District #1  Website- www.SupervisorJeffries.org    Email - district1@rivco.org 

4080 Lemon St, 5th Floor Riverside, CA 92501 (951) 955-1010  *  16275 Grand Avenue, Lake Elsinore, CA  92530 (951) 471-4500 

Page 8 Jeffries Journal 

 

 

 



 

Supervisor Kevin Jeffries—District #1  Website- www.SupervisorJeffries.org    Email - district1@rivco.org 

4080 Lemon St, 5th Floor Riverside, CA 92501 (951) 955-1010  *  16275 Grand Avenue, Lake Elsinore, CA  92530 (951) 471-4500 

Page 9 Jeffries Journal 

 

 

 



 

Supervisor Kevin Jeffries—District #1  Website- www.SupervisorJeffries.org    Email - district1@rivco.org 

4080 Lemon St, 5th Floor Riverside, CA 92501 (951) 955-1010  *  16275 Grand Avenue, Lake Elsinore, CA  92530 (951) 471-4500 

Page 10 Jeffries Journal 



 

Supervisor Kevin Jeffries—District #1  Website- www.SupervisorJeffries.org    Email - district1@rivco.org 

4080 Lemon St, 5th Floor Riverside, CA 92501 (951) 955-1010  *  16275 Grand Avenue, Lake Elsinore, CA  92530 (951) 471-4500 

Page 11 Jeffries Journal 

Riverside County launches multi-agency campaign to combat illegal fireworks 

“If You Light it, We’ll Write It” 

  
Following the excessive and hazardous display of illegal fireworks in 2020, the Riverside County Board of Supervi-

sors launched a multi-agency fireworks education and enforcement campaign to curb the dangerous and illegal 

activity.  

  

This effort to combat the sale, transportation and use of illegal fireworks will include public service announce-

ments, billboards, road signs, vehicle clings and social media messaging. County departments collaborating on this 

new initiative include the Sheriff’s Department, Fire Department, Code Enforcement, Animal Services, Riverside 

University Health System and Veterans Services.  

  

"This multi-agency effort provides the public with a clear message, 'If You Light it, We'll Write It,'” said Supervi-

sor Kevin Jeffries, First District. “Sheriff’s deputies, fire peace officers, and code enforcement will write citations 

for those using illegal fireworks."  

   

In May, the Board of Supervisors unanimously approved elevating the county fire chief's authority to oversee the 

use and sale of licensed fireworks. This authority also increased the penalties associated for those who light illegal 

fireworks in the unincorporated areas. Under Riverside County Ordinance 858, higher fines will be issued be-

tween $1,000 - $5,000 depending on the number of violations a person has had over three years. 

 

By local ordinance, the California approved “safe and sane” fireworks are only permitted within the city limits of 

Indio, Coachella, Blythe and Desert Hot Springs. 

  

"Fireworks can cause serious, lifelong injuries and can even kill. Fireworks also spark structural and wildland fires 

that destroy property," said Riverside County Fire Chief Bill Weiser. "In addition to imposed fines, anyone who 

causes a wildland fire by using fireworks will be held responsible for all suppression costs and damages." 

  

Residents can report illegal fireworks by downloading the Riverside County Sheriff’s app, website, or calling their 

non-emergency toll-free number at (800) 950-2444.  Visit one of the many public and professional fireworks 

shows offered to our residents and visitors. To locate a show near you, please visit www.rvcfire.org. 

http://www.rvcfire.org
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