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Bureaucracy: 1.   Homeless soluƟons: 0. 

 

A few months back, I lost an important vote with a liƩle known but influenƟal government 

bureaucracy that is swimming in surplus cash. The "cash" surplus that the Western           

Riverside Council of Governments (WRCOG) is enjoying is not directly collected from fellow 

taxpayers, it is instead collected indirectly from those who seek loans or financing for     

energy efficiency improvements (such as solar) to their homes or business. These loans are 

secured by their home or business properƟes. And while there is a story to be told       

someday about this whole government endorsed financing scheme (involving a federal law 

enforcement agency and the SecuriƟes and  Exchange Commission), today's update is 

about our local prioriƟes ‐ or lack thereof. 

 

On Page 695 of the October 2, 2017 WRCOG ExecuƟve CommiƩee agenda, there was a staff  

report outlining how up to $4 million in unrestricted (surplus) WRCOG funds could be spent 

by 2019/20. 

 

In the communiƟes and ciƟes I serve, the one pressing social and economic issue that     

impacts almost every neighborhood, business district and neighborhood park is the    

homeless populaƟon. Some of the homeless find themselves temporarily homeless because 

of economic circumstances, and some actually simply choose to live "off‐the‐grid," but I 

would argue that the vast majority causing the most problems in our communiƟes are  

suffering from various drug abuse and/or mental health issues. A soluƟon for many would 

be treatment, training, and temporary or re‐entry housing faciliƟes. UnƟl they can access 

these (expensive) social services ‐ they will likely remain a daily and problemaƟc fixture in 

our communiƟes. 

 

So when the Ɵme came for the full WRCOG commission (one representaƟve from each   

city council and four members of the Board of Supervisors ‐ all from the western half of  

Riverside County) to decide  how to uƟlize these funds, I felt (and advocated) that we 

should look to uƟlize those funds for permanent homeless soluƟons that could help        

virtually every community in Western Riverside County.  

 

 

 

ConƟnued on page 2 
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Unfortunately, I lost that vote. And I lost big. All but one other (City of Calimesa) voted instead to start the  

process towards spending the enƟre $4 million on what I called a "Monument To WRCOG".  Now to be fair,  

it's not a chiseled face that will be carved into the side of a mountain, it will be a government facility that will 

provide, and I quote: "...a potenƟal sustainability demonstraƟon center, EXPERIENCE, to promote sustainable 

pracƟces and showcase the assets and capabiliƟes of the subregion..."   I couldn't believe that finding and 

funding soluƟons to help all of our communiƟes with a substanƟve problem actually lost to a $4 million "high 

tech play center" for government bureaucrats and uƟliƟes.   

 

At a subsequent WRCOG workshop, when some of the voƟng members reportedly talked about the need to 

create local jobs by bringing businesses to Riverside County, one mayor was heard reminding the group that 

those prospecƟve business owners will have to step over the homeless to get their front doors. 

 

I rest my case. 

 

Respecƞully, 

Kevin Jeffries 

Visit our Riverside County Department of Animal Services online today!  
www.rcdas.org 
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County Boards and Commissions Appointee Profile 
Each month, the Jeffries Journal highlights some of the Supervisor’s nearly 100 appointees on Boards 
and Commissions in the county, to provide an insight into the kind of service opportunities that exist, 

and the people who have chosen to serve. 

	
	

District	#1	
Riverside	County	Flood	Control	

Flood	Control	Commissioner,	Zone	3	
Chris	Hyland	

	

I would like to recognize Chris Hyland for her years of community service and dedication.  
Ms. Hyland has served as Zone Three Commissioner to the Riverside County Flood Control 
and Water Conservation District from 2007 through 2017.  As Commissioner, she would  
regularly meet with residents to discuss flood control issues and inspect District facilities to 
ensure that the community and District were ready for the winter rainy season. Ms. Hyland’s 
advocacy and leadership was instrumental in the realization of the $5 million Arroyo del Toro 
project in 2015, a facility that provides critical flood protection for the Elsinore Valley  
Cemetery as well as State Route 74.  Ms. Hyland guided the District’s efforts to develop the 
Lakeland Village Master Drainage Plan and the design and construction of many additional 
facilities in the Zone, including the pending Adelfa Channel Project. Commissioner  
Hyland always held the District to the highest standards, and in so doing, made it a  
better, stronger organization. Lastly, I would like to thank Ms. Hyland for her commitment  
to the residents of Zone Three, and express my sincere gratitude and appreciation for  
the leadership she has displayed and the true feeling of partnership she has developed  
with the District.  
 
Ms. Hyland stepped down from her District position near the end of 2017.  Our office is     
currently accepting applications for Zone Three residents wishing to be considered for     
Commissioner. Zone three includes the communities of: Lake Elsinore, Canyon Lake,        
Wildomar, Warm Springs, Lakeland Village, and portions of Meadowbrook. 

 

http://supervisorjeffries.com/opencms/Boards_Commissions/Application.html  

 

A note from Supervisor Jeffries: 
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Riverside County Flood Control ‐ Zone 3 Commissioner 
 
 
Good Hope / Meadowbrook Municipal Advisory Council (MAC) ‐ Alternate opening 
 
 
Mead Valley Municipal Advisory Council (MAC) ‐ Alternate opening 
 
 
El Sobrante Ci zens Oversight Commi ee ‐ Commissioner 
(must live within 3 miles of the landfill) 

 
 
In Home Support Services (IHSS) ‐ Recipient of IHSS Services 
 
 
Behavioral Health Commission ‐ Contact our office for details on eligibility 
  
 
County Archives Commission ‐ Opening pending (seeking qualified applicants) 
 

Interested in serving your local community?  
Perhaps you are more of a regional advocate?  

If you live in or have a business in District #1 be sure to look at the list  
of openings we have below for local commissions. 

If you feel you have the Ɵme to dedicate to making the district a beƩer place feel free 
to apply online at www.supervisorjeffries.com, under Boards & Commissions 
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Local District #1 Events 
Christmas in Mead Valley 

Breakfast with Santa in Mead Valley was a great success! Over 3000 local residents showed up to enjoy a 
pancake breakfast with Santa Claus, play games, enjoy Christmas music and of course take pictures with San‐
ta. Two brand new bikes were raffled off by Dr. Javier Rios (Clinica Medica Familiar) to two local families as 
well. 
 
Huge thanks go out to Star Milling, The Grove, Shopoff, WMI, and all of our local volunteers who helped 
make our event possible with their donaƟons.  
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Local District #1 Events 
Christmas at Deleo Park 

Hundreds of local residents showed up to our “Snow Day” 
at Deleo Park in Temescal Valley. Kids were able to sled on 
real snow, take pictures with Santa Claus, play games and 
even try their hand at snowboarding. 
 
Thank you to our EDA Team for making this event possible 
as well as everyone who helped volunteer from our District 
#1 Youth Advisory Council.  
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Local District #1 Events 
Christmas in Good Hope 

Breakfast with Santa in Good Hope had over 1200 local residents show up to enjoy pancakes and eggs. Santa 
decided to arrive on the local fire engine instead of his sleigh, as it was loaded down with toys for all of the 
local kids. 
 
Big thanks go out to our volunteers from Agape RestoraƟon Church, Home Depot, Spark of Love and Star   
Milling who made this event possible for our residents. 
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Local District #1 Events 
Christmas in Lakeland village 

Over 250 local residents showed up to our Cookies with Santa and District #1 
open house. COPS-4-Kids were on hand to provide toys for the kids, Studio 
395 provided decorations and a back drop for residents to take some family 
pictures as well.  
 
Carolers were on hand to join Santa Claus up on the stage to help celebrate 
the event as well. Thank you to all our local volunteers who assisted us with the 
event and helped donate their time. 
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First District Profile 
 

Kevin Jeffries was elected in November 2012 to 
represent the residents of the 1st Supervisorial  

District on the Riverside County Board of  
Supervisors.  This district covers the cities of  
Riverside, Lake Elsinore, Canyon Lake, and  
Wildomar, and unincorporated communities  

including Woodcrest, Lake Mathews,  
Mead Valley, Temescal Valley, Good Hope,  
Lakeland Village, El Cariso, Meadowbrook,  
La Cresta, Tenaja, DeLuz and Spring Hills. 

Non-Profit Spotlight 
Riverside Free Clinic 

 
 
 
 

 
The Riverside Free Clinic  (formerly Student Run Health Center) offers  free medical, dental and mental health  
services  in  the  Greater  Riverside  area.    These  services  are  available  to  the  underserved,  lower‐income  and 
homeless populaƟon  through biweekly  clinics held at  the  First CongregaƟonal Church of Riverside  located at 
3504 Mission Inn Avenue, Riverside. 
 

In  collaboraƟon with UCR  School of Medicine, Western University of Health  Sciences, Riverside City College,  
University of Redlands  and  Loma  Linda University,  the Riverside  Free Clinic will be  expanding  their Diabetes 
Screening  Program.  They  will  offer  lab  services,  medicaƟons,  glucometers  and  test  strips,  lancets,  sharps        
containers, and training on the proper use of these tools to monitor and control their blood sugar at home. 
 

 

For more informaƟon, visit their website at:  hƩp://riversidefreeclinic.com/ or by phone at (951) 867‐7742. 
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