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Gas Tax Bait & Switch Coming? 
 
Housing is an incredibly important and complex issue for our state and county. 
With nearly 40 million of us calling California our home, and nearly 2.4 million    
calling Riverside County our home - adding new housing for young families, growing 
families and seniors is always a challenge. And if you ask the experts, California is 
short about 500,000 homes to meet current and near future demands. “Affordable” 
housing in Southern California is in even shorter supply. Now I’m not going to get 
into the complex and sometimes emotional issue of exactly where and how to build 
homes and apartments in our own  county, but I am going to ask – What In The 
Heck Does Building New Affordable Homes And Apartments Have To Do With Our     
Increased Gas Taxes?  “Nothing” you say?  Wrong.  
 
The passage of the increased gas tax and DMV fees (contained in Senate Bill 1) was 
controversial enough, but now new legislation will be working its way through the     
California State Legislature that would tie the gas tax to new housing. Every city  
and county in our state is required to set aside properly zoned land for new       
affordable housing. It’s mandatory - period! For a variety of reasons, most every 
county and city is not able to meet the prescribed housing demands of the state. So 
a new bill (Assembly Bill 1759) has been introduced in Sacramento that intends to 
punish the residents, businesses and elected officials of all those noncompliant cities 
and   counties by withholding the revenues from the recently increased gas taxes.  
You and I would still have to pay the increased taxes at the pump and at DMV, but 
your local city or county would not be given its share to build or repair roads     
until your city or county is found by a state agency to be in compliance with its 
state-imposed housing requirements. 
 
The state has many ways to make life difficult for cities and counties, but that is 
mostly done by mandating certain programs and services and then just not funding 
or fully funding the cost of that service.  This proposal is a new low, even for      
Sacramento. When you lose the trust of the people to spend their hard earned tax 
dollars for the services originally promised to them – you can seldom recover from 
that kind of bait & switch.  
 
As always, I welcome your comments, suggestions and complaints (related to   
county services). 
 
 
Respectfully, 
Kevin Jeffries 
First District Supervisor 
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County Boards and Commissions Appointee Profile 
Each month, the Jeffries Journal highlights some of the Supervisor’s nearly 100 appointees on Boards 
and Commissions in the county, to provide an insight into the kind of service opportunities that exist, 

and the people who have chosen to serve. 

	
	

Riverside	County		
Assessment	Appeals	Board	

Phil	Williams	
	

 
 
 
 

What does your commission do? 
 
The Assessment Appeals Board is where the Taxpayer has the opportunity to say “Hey, I am paying 
too much and I can prove it.” We have five panels of three board members with two alternate     
members. Assessment Appeals Board members hear oral tesƟmony on the assessment of property 
values by the County Property Tax Assessor. We review documents that are submiƩed in support of 
the valuaƟon request by the Applicants in their appeal and we hear supporƟng facts from the County 
Assessor on the assessments. AŌer which we deliberate to render an unbiased, professional decision 
as to the cash equivalent value of the property being appealed.  
 

 
 
What interested you in serving on your commission? 
 
Being raised in a “real estate family” in Southwest Riverside County, I have been selling real estate for 
over 35 years. One might say real estate is in my blood. I was deeply honored when Supervisor Jeffries 
asked if I would join the Assessment Appeals Board. Siƫng on the Board allows me to use my          
experƟse as a United States Federal Bankruptcy Court designated "Real Estate Expert". For me,     
helping people when they have tax issues and feeling they do not have a voice is what being on this    
Appeals board is all about.  
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Riverside County Flood Control ‐ Zone 3 Commissioner (Canyon Lake, Lake Elsinore, 
Warm Springs, Lakeland Village, and Wildomar) 
 
 
Good Hope / Meadowbrook Municipal Advisory Council (MAC) ‐ Alternate opening 
 
 
Mead Valley Municipal Advisory Council (MAC) ‐ Alternate opening 
 
 
El Sobrante Ci zens Oversight Commi ee ‐ Commissioner 
(must live within 3 miles of the landfill) 

 
 
In Home Support Services (IHSS) ‐ Recipient of IHSS Services 
 
 
Behavioral Health Commission ‐ Contact our office for details on eligibility 
  
 
County Archives Commission ‐ Opening pending (seeking qualified applicants) 
 

Interested in serving your local community?  
Perhaps you are more of a regional advocate?  

If you live in or have a business in District #1 be sure to look at the list  
of openings we have below for local commissions. 

If you feel you have the Ɵme to dedicate to making the district a beƩer place feel free 
to apply online at www.supervisorjeffries.com, under Boards & Commissions 
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Local District #1 Events 

 
 

Work has begun on the water crossing at Margarth in the community of Good Hope to allow residents to be 
able to have a safer way out during the winter months and during flash floods. Work is expected to be        

completed within the next month for the crossing.  

 
 

This year WMI awarded $2,000 to local       
students for the America Recycles Day        

Calendar Art Contest winners. Supervisor 
Jeffries presented the students with their  

winning cerƟficates at the January Temescal 
Valley MAC meeƟng. 

Every year Supervisor Jeffries sets aside Community Improvement DesignaƟon (CID) funds specifically for 
road paving improvement projects in the unincorporated areas of the First District.  The latest road to be 
completed is Cross, in the community of Lakeland Village.  A big thank you to our TransportaƟon team! 
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Local District #1 Events 

Midway Jr. Market in Mead Valley is finally nearing 
its compleƟon point in its long saga of red tape and 
fees. As seen in the photos, final improvements to 
both the roadways and parking lots should be       
finalized within the next month. 
 
Many thanks to Mr. Shade Awad and his family      
for their dedicaƟon to the community and their    
willingness to invest in its future. 
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First District Profile 
 

Kevin Jeffries was elected in November 2012 to 
represent the residents of the 1st Supervisorial  

District on the Riverside County Board of  
Supervisors.  This district covers the cities of  
Riverside, Lake Elsinore, Canyon Lake, and  
Wildomar, and unincorporated communities  

including Woodcrest, Lake Mathews,  
Mead Valley, Temescal Valley, Good Hope,  
Lakeland Village, El Cariso, Meadowbrook,  
La Cresta, Tenaja, DeLuz and Spring Hills. 

Non-Profit Spotlight 
Riverside County Youth Commission and  

Youth Advisory Councils 
 
 
 
 

 
 

On  January  6,  1998,  the  Riverside  County  Board  of  Supervisors  unanimously  approved  the  formaƟon  of  a     
countywide Youth Commission to advise the Board of Supervisors on issues relevant to youth in the County. The 
idea  for a Youth Commission arose  in 1996 at a Youth Summit  in Palm Desert.  It was suggested  that a Youth 
Commission be established and act as an advisory board to the Board of Supervisors. Working closely with the 
Youth Commission, the Board of Supervisors has the opportunity to  interact on a personal  level with Riverside 
County  youth,  beƩer  respond  to  and  understand  their  needs  in making  policy  decisions.  In  considering  the     
immense size of Riverside County, the Supervisors decided to create five Youth Advisory Councils, one for each 
Supervisorial District, in order to have more representaƟon that is accurate from all areas of the county. 
 

The Commission & Youth Advisory Councils provide advice, assistance and recommendaƟons on youth related 
issues  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors  and  County Departments.  In  addiƟon,  the  Youth  Commission  focuses  on     
anƟcipaƟng the educaƟonal, recreaƟonal and cultural needs of youth by working together to host meaningful 
events  that  the  youth  will  benefit  from.  The  Commission  works  to  ensure  the  coordinaƟon  of  community        
resources in order to improve the quality of life of all young people in the County of Riverside. 
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