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Sometime last year I raised the question:   “What Does Riverside County Want To Be When It 
Grows Up?”  The question sounds a little silly at first blush, but it really does need to be answered 
for all of us who call Riverside County home.  Regardless if you live within city boundaries or an 
unincorporated community in Riverside County, the question of how our western Riverside County 
region should look, feel, and live will impact all of us. 
 
If a friend or family member flew into town from out of state, what three or four places or things 
would you want to show them about your community?  How about the city or town next to 
yours?  Would it be a beautiful historic row of restored buildings or homes? A large community 
park? A vibrant downtown? Open space with walking trail opportunities? A minor league ball  
stadium?  A university campus?  How many of you said a thriving commercial / industrial or  
technology center?  Honestly—how many of us could even find such a place in or near our  
communities?  Unless you work at such a business, it’s not something we often think about – but 
it’s an incredibly important part of our future. 
 
Our county and our cities undeniably must attempt to offer all of the creature comforts previously 
mentioned in order for us to buy an affordable home, raise a family, enjoy recreational opportunities 
and ultimately retire in comfort.   A question to ask is, if your son or daughter were to graduate this 
coming June from college or a trade school, would they be able to find meaningful employment 
here in Riverside County?  Would they have to commute an hour or two to work? Might they even 
need to leave the state to find a good job?   How many of us have friends or family who already 
spend hours each day commuting to LA, Orange or San Diego counties for work?  Do we really 
want our largest export from Riverside County to be workers instead of products? 
 
We certainly have some unique raw materials to work with as we chart a path for western Riverside 
County (Temecula Wine Country tourism, recreational attractions in Lake Elsinore, upscale homes 
in Canyon Lake, military and aerospace opportunities at March Air Reserve Base,  Higher  
Education & R&D facilities in Riverside City, just to name just a few).  I don’t have a silver bullet 
to offer today, but I do know that our elected, business, educational, and community leaders need 
work across city and community boundaries to ensure Riverside County is and will remain a place 
to call home sweet home--for families and business owners alike.   
 
 
Respectfully,  
Kevin Jeffries 
 
 
                

Follow Us Online! 
 

www.facebook.com/
SupervisorJeffries 

 
Twitter: @SupJeffries 
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Each month, the Jeffries Journal will highlight one of the Supervisor’s nearly 100 appointees on Boards 
and Commissions in the county, to provide an insight into the kind of service opportunities that exist, and 
the people who have chosen to serve. 
  

Riverside	Transit	Agency	
Jerry	Sincich,	Director	

	
What	does	your	Board	do?	
	
The	Riverside	Transit	Agency	(RTA)	board	is	comprised	of	22	elected		
ofϐicials	from	18	cities	in	western	Riverside	County	and	four	members	of	
the	County	Board	of	Supervisors.	The	diverse	perspectives	of	the	board	
members	guide	the	activities	and	future	initiatives	of	the	RTA.		The	board	
members,	whose	interests	include	the	expansion	and	continuous		
improvement	of	an	efϐicient	and	effective	transportation	system,		
represent	the	transit	interests	of	the	cities	of	Banning,	Beaumont,		
Calimesa,	Canyon	Lake,	Corona,	Eastvale,	Hemet,	Jurupa	Valley,	Lake		
Elsinore,	Moreno	Valley,	Menifee,	Murrieta,	Norco,	Perris,	Riverside,	San	
Jacinto,	Temecula,	Wildomar	and	the	unincorporated	areas	of	Riverside	
County	Supervisorial	Districts	I,	II,	III	and	IV.	
	
Board	members	are	committed	to	meeting	the	member	community	transportation	needs	in	a	cost‐effective	
and	efϐicient	manner	as	well	as	providing	safe,	reliable,	courteous,	accessible,	and	user‐friendly	services.	
The	board	works	to	strengthen	the	planning,	and	wise	investment	of	physical,	economic	and	human	re‐
sources	of	the	RTA.							
	
What	interested	you	in	serving	on	the	Board?	
	
As	a	person	who	has	experienced	ϐirsthand	the	advantages	and	beneϐits	of	using	public	transportation	as	a	
youth	going	to	school	and	later	in	life	for	business,	vacation,	and	recreation	trips,	I	understand	the	role	and	
impact	of	transportation	services	on	the	quality	of	life	of	community	residents.	As	our	county	grows,	the	
need	increases	for	a	transportation	agency	that	is	committed	to	ensuring	that	its	county	residents	have		
access	to	transportation	for	healthcare,	employment,	school,	recreation,	and	daily	living	needs.	In		
delivering	these	transportation	services	it	is	essential	that	they	be	provided	in	a	safe,	clean,	reliable,		
on‐time,	courteous	and	cost‐effective	manner.	Participating	on	the	Riverside	Transit	Agency	board	is	an	
opportunity	for	me	to	contribute	to	the	growth	and	quality	of	life	of	our	community	residents.					
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Supervisor Success Stories 
Each	month	this	column	will	highlight	recent		

successes	in	Supervisor	Jeffries’	Ofϔice,	whether	it		
is	assistance	for	a	single	citizen	dealing	with	the	
county	bureaucracy,	a	change	in	county	policy	to	
improve	our	community,	or	a	promise	kept	by	the	

Supervisor.		

Wee	Tole‐U‐Sew	
	
Mr.		&	Mrs.	Cosma	Stamis	run	a	small,	home‐based	embroidery	business	out	of	their	Mead	Valley	home.		Operating	out	
of	their	home	keeps	their	operating	costs	down	and	allows	them	the	ϐlexibility	to	work	the	hours	they	choose	without	
the	unwanted	intrusions	of	the	government.		That	ended	in	2009,	when	the	State	and	Federal	governments	passed	
along	another	unfunded	mandate	to	the	County	of	Riverside:		The	National	Pollution	Discharge	Elimination	System	or	
NPDES.		The	Board	of	Supervisors,	like	so	many	other	municipal	governments,	had	to	ϐind	a	way	to	inspect	every		
business	that	existed	in	their	jurisdiction	and	investigate	them	for	possible	contaminated	water	run‐off.			
	
That	led	to	the	County’s	Business	Registration	process,	wherein	a	business	must	register	with	the	County,	pay	a	fee,	
and	then	receive	an	inspection.		The	family	complied,	and	a	2009	inspection	showed	them	to	be	in	compliance	and	not	
a	threat	to	contaminate	the	waters	of	the	United	States.	
	
However,	as	so	often	happens	in	large	organizations,	somewhere	the	process	went	awry	and	the	Stamis	family		
received	a	notice	in	2013	that	they	were	considered	a	High	Priority	Polluter,	and	required	another	inspection	along	
with	a	sizable	fee!	
	
Cosma	Stamis	contacted	Supervisor	Jeffries’	ofϐice	and	after	a	little	research,	and	helpful	cooperation	from	the		
Transportation	and	Land	Management	Agency’s	Environmental	Compliance	Division,	the	erroneous	charges	and	need	
for	repeated	inspections	was	eliminated…permanently!	
	
If	you	or	someone	you	know	operates	a	home‐based	business	and	have	had	a	similar	experience,	or	have	had	other	
difϐiculties	with	a	county	agency	or	regulation,	our	ofϐice	wants	to	hear	from	you.		Please	contact	us	at	951‐955‐1010,	
and	we	will	make	sure	someone	helps	you	untangle	the	red	tape.		
	
7	Years	Later….	
		
For	those	who	live	in	or	pass	through	Mead	Valley,	the	Midway	Jr.	Market	has	been	
a	staple	in	the	community,	and	one	of	the	few	places	to	shop	in	this	"economically		
challenged"	community.		Shade	Awad,	the	owner	of	the	market,	has	always	given	
back	to	the	community	via	fundraisers	and	public	functions.	
		
Seven	years	ago,	Shade	looked	to	give	back	to	the	community	yet	again,	by	improv‐
ing	the	market	with	a	new	façade,	a	new,	safer	parking	lot	and	better	street	access	
in	and	out	from	the	market,	which	would	help	the	visual	appearance	of	the	market	from	the	road,	as	well	as	make	it	
safer.	Unfortunately,	that	process	got	bogged	down	in	a	sea	of	county	red	tape,	unexplained	delays,	and	costly	fees	
which	amounted	to	over	$160,000.00	between	all	parties	involved.			
		
Frustrated	and	about	to	throw	in	the	towel,	Mr.	Awad	approached	our	ofϐice	and	asked	for	assistance	to	help	him	com‐
plete	the	approval	process.		Our	ofϐice	pulled	together	representatives	of	all	the	involved	agencies	to	explain	how	this	
process	had	gotten	so	far	off	track,	and	with	the	leadership	of	the	Director	of	the	Transportation	and	Land	Manage‐
ment	Agency,	a	pathway	to	success	was	identiϐied.		On	March	25th	2014,	after	seven	years	of	waiting,	the	Midway	Jr.	
Market	was	given	its	ϐinal	approval	at	the	Board	of	Supervisors,	and	the	residents	of	Mead	Valley	will	soon	be	able	to	
enjoy	a	safer	and	more	pleasant	shopping	experience.		
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The Steele Peak Shooting Area in Good Hope is one of the last free, public shooting areas in the region.  Unfortunately, 
irresponsible shooters and illegal dumpers have damaged and littered the area to the point where the Bureau of Land Man-
agement is considering closing the area.  This Saturday, March 29th, from 8am until noon, Cal Guns has organized a volun-
teer clean-up day so that people can help restore the area and eliminate some of the hazards that have been left be-
hind.  This is not an official county sanctioned event, but we will be working with Cal Guns and other organizations in the 
future to help clean and maintain the area.  If this area is closed, it will almost certainly result in more illegal shooting dis-
persed around the county in less safe environments, so Supervisor Jeffries supports efforts by responsible gun owners and 
other community members to keep this area safe, clean, and open. 
 
Directions to the Shooting Area (from the BLM website):  "There is a shooting location near the Steele Peak area of Mead-
owbrook/Perris north of Highway 74. Access to the area of Steele Peak is off the Santa Rosa Mine Road, off Christmas 
Tree Lane. As you go up Santa Rosa Mine Road, turn left onto Christmas Tree Lane, a narrow paved road that goes out to 
a Rod and Gun Club (privately owned). The Rod and Gun Club is on the left; as you drive out the road there will also be a 
large nursery on the right side of the road. Christmas Tree Lane goes out to a right-hand turn where the pavement ends. 
Before the right-hand turn, there is a dirt road which goes off to the left. Go up the hill to the shooting area, which you 
will see as you traverse the road. This shooting area is heavily used by a lot of people, so don't be surprised if someone is 
using it. Please be responsible with your targets and expended shells. Clean up after yourself and leave the area a little nic-
er than you found it!" 
 
Link to the BLM website with information on Steele Peak and other shooting areas:  http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/fo/
palmsprings/Target_Shooting_and_Hunting_Information.html   

Steele Peak Shooting Area 
Clean-Up this Saturday! 
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First District Profile 
 

Kevin Jeffries was elected in November 2012 to 
represent the residents of the 1st Supervisorial  

District on the Riverside County Board of  
Supervisors.  This district covers the cities of  
Riverside, Lake Elsinore, Canyon Lake, and  
Wildomar, and unincorporated communities  

including Woodcrest, Lake Mathews,  
Mead Valley, Temescal Valley, Good Hope,  
Lakeland Village, El Cariso, Meadowbrook,  

La Cresta, Tenaja, and DeLuz 

Non Profit Spotlight 

DONATE LIFE 
 

APRIL IS NATIONAL DONATE LIFE MONTH 
 
In celebration of April as National Donate Life Month, my colleagues and I on the Riverside County Board of Supervisors 
invite you to participate in Riverside County’s Donate Life Challenge, taking place from April 1, 2014- April 30, 2015.  
 
There are over 120,000 men, women and children currently waiting a lifesaving organ transplant and that over 20% of those 
waiting come from California.  A single individual’s organ donation can save up to eight lives and improve another 50 lives 
through tissue donation. With statistics like these, Riverside County wants to do our part by creating and encouraging a  
culture of organ donation awareness.  In this yearlong challenge, we will be highlighting the extraordinary life-prolonging  
effect of organ donation through personal stories, statistics in our county, and by encouraging ALL residents to register as a 
donor though our county site: www.donatelifecalifornia.org/RiversideCounty to help raise awareness and save lives. 
 
FACTS ABOUT ORGAN, EYE AND TISSUE DONATION 
 

 Californians make up about 18% of those nationwide waiting for an organ  
        transplant. 

 Of those now waiting, one out of three may die due to lack of life-saving organs. 

 Organs and tissues are distributed fairly and equitably based on medical criteria 
only. 

 Your medical care and/or funeral arrangements will not be affected by your  
        decision to donate. 

 Donation is at no cost to you or your family. 

 People of all ages and medical histories can sign up to be a donor.  Don’t rule  
        yourself out! 
 
The Donate Life California Organ & Tissue Donor Registry is the nonprofit,  
state-authorized organ, eye and tissue donor registry.   
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