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Who You Gonna Call?  You may recall that back in January, I wrote about our 
significant Firefighter Paramedic shortage. Unfortunately, it continues to be a 
problem. Roughly 8 fire stations each day are downgraded to non-paramedic  
status. Our long-time partner and state contractor CAL FIRE (formerly known as 
CDF) has over 100 unfilled paramedic firefighter positions in our county. CAL 
FIRE provides contract fire / EMS services to not only our unincorporated   
county fire stations, but also to a majority of the cities in this county (City of         
Riverside is NOT one of them). It’s a significant problem, and it appears that the 
State “Mother Ship” of CAL FIRE is struggling with solutions—like doing what 
most cities do: Hire newly certified Paramedics and then train them to be       
Firefighters (instead of the other way around). Fairly soon, the County will be 
forced to implement its own solutions, including the possibility of using county 
employees on medic squads. And speaking of the Fire Department just a                 
reminder – while everything is green now, all that new growth will soon turn 
brown, and Fire Season is just around the corner. Help our firefighters help you 
and get those weeds mowed down as soon as possible.  

Greased Lightning! A critically needed mixed-use behavioral health care    
campus for Riverside County is quickly moving through the county approval 
process, in order to position our county for receipt of large-scale state grants. The 
Mead Valley Wellness Village will be built on roughly 20 acres of land, and host 
a 100,000 sq ft Community Wellness building for Mental Health & Substance 
Use Disorders, a 40,000 sq ft Children & Youth services building, a 50,000           
specialized Behavioral Health Urgent Care services building, a 200,000 sq ft 
building for Supportive Transitional Housing (nearly 300 beds), and a 67,000 sq 
ft building for Extended Residential Care. The campus is also proposed to host a 
library, animal kennel, laundry facility and an onsite market and coffee shop. In 
my nearly 12 years on the Board of Supervisors I’ve never seen the county       
bureaucracy move so smoothly and efficiently in getting our ducks in a row. It’s 
a great example of what can be done!  

The Opposite of Greased Lighting is? Big bureaucracies, both public and     
private sector. I have mentioned in past articles about our growing irritation over 
a private public utility provider and their inability or unwillingness to install reg-
ular run-of-the-mill streetlights on a two-lane county road that has a high history 
of fatal accidents. Reportedly, it’s just a “low priority” for the utility provider. 
After nearly three years of waiting I have given some thought to naming the next 
serious or fatal accident location in these areas after the  Board Chairman of the 
utility. I probably won’t do that, but I should. Another extended delay is          
occurring in our own county house, and that is getting sidewalks constructed. We 
are going on two years or more with our own county efforts to construct side-
walks near schools, libraries, and community centers.  Now anyone reading this 
would  rightly say… well, aren’t you in charge of the Department that has been 
asked (and funded) to get the job done? I would sheepishly answer – well.. yes – 
sort of.  The real answer is it takes 3. It takes 3 of 5 Supervisors to tell the   
County CEO that something big must get done, that someone must get fired, or 
that someone needs a fire lit under them, or to say in a united voice that the     
bureaucracy is out of control, and it needs to be reformed.   (Continued on Page 2) 
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After much damage being done over several years, some big changes finally occurred and new          
leadership is now in place for the sidewalk projects. Unfortunately, I find in other areas that several 
struggling (or retired-on-the-job) manager-types have had protective bubble-wrap placed around them by 
their superiors in order to protect them from being evaluated and/or properly motivated to engage and do 
their job. Now, to be fair, no employee should live in fear. Fear is not an ideal motivator. But there must 
be consequences for not performing. A big part of the day-to-day work in our office is helping our 
roughly 500,000 First District citizens navigate the bureaucratic maze when seeking help with accessing 
county or social services, obtaining county licenses or permits, filing or seeking county documents,   
property tax dispute assistance, flooding issues, county land use questions (the list goes on). Our office is 
not very well-liked by the under-performers, but we work for our residents, not them. 
 
A Job Well Done – goes to the Registrar of Voters. Now, before some of you write me to tell me of a 
problem you encountered on election day, just know that my wife used to volunteer every election for the 
ROV, so I am well aware of the logistical nightmare of planning and setting up election centers across 
our massive county. But while it is never fast enough for candidates in a tight race (I’ve been there!), we 
have actually been one of the leaders in the state when it comes to the speed and efficiency in which we 
have been counting and reporting our ballots, with many counties much smaller than ours having more 
ballots left to count than Riverside has—particularly as a percentage of votes cast.  Obviously quickness 
isn’t as important as accuracy, but there isn’t any reason to believe ours are inaccurate.  We do an       
automatic hand count audit of 1% of the ballots cast, and anyone who believes a race has been decided 
incorrectly is welcome to request a full recount of as many precincts as they wish (at their expense).   
 
Some of you have a new Supervisor:  In the March election, voters of the new 3rd District               
elected/re-elected Supervisor Chuck Washington to represent them.  As a result, overlapping areas that 
used to be in the 1st District will now be represented by Supervisor Washington.  These areas include 
DeLuz, La Cresta, Tenaja, and the City of Wildomar.  Please see the map on page 3 for more details.    
Supervisor Washington’s office can be reached at 951-955-1030 or District3@RivCo.org 
 
Remember – if you need help with a county issue or have a suggestion to improve county                    
services – please drop us an email. And remember to click on the rest of the attached newsletter for  
community events and services. 
 
Respectfully, 
Kevin Jeffries 
First District Supervisor 
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Do you have one minute a month to help make Riverside County better? The County of Riverside is 

working with Flash Vote to gather valuable input from residents to inform decisions on programs,        

policies and budget. The sign-up process takes less than one minute and the individual information     

collected by Flash Vote is never shared with the County, nor anyone else. When residents sign up, they 

can determine if they want to receive the surveys by email, text or phone. Residents will receive a        

notification whenever there is a new survey, and they will have 48 hours to participate before voting 

closes. Once a survey is closed, everyone who participated will automatically receive a summary of the 

overall results and be able to see how their responses compare to the group. Results are anonymous. The 

county encourages residents to sign up now at http://flashvote.com/rivconow or call (775) 235-2240 to 

participate by phone or text only.  

mailto:District3@RivCo.org
http://flashvote.com/rivconow
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First District Profile 

Kevin Jeffries was elected in 

November 2012 to represent 

the residents of the 1st          

Supervisorial District.  In 2022 

the district was redrawn, and 

now covers the entirety of the 

cities of Riverside and   Perris, 

as well as the unincorporated 

communities of Highgrove, 

University City, Mead Valley, 

Good Hope, Meadowbrook, 

and the March Joint Powers 

Authority.  In January 2025, 

the 1st District will also include 

portions of the City of Jurupa 

Valley.  

The lower area outlined in red, 

City of Wildomar, La Cresta, 

De Luz, and Tenaja, starting 

early April will transfer re-

sponsibility from our District  

to District 3,  Supervisor 

Chuck  Washington’s office. 

His office can be reached at 

951-955-1030 or                     

District3@RivCo.org 

mailto:District3@RivCo.org
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Interested in serving your local community?  

Perhaps you are more of a regional advocate?  

If you live in or have a business in District #1, be sure to look  below 

        at the list of openings we have below for local commissions. 

If you feel you have the time to dedicate to making the district a better place feel free to apply 

online at www.supervisorjeffries.com, under Boards & Commissions 

CURRENT OPENINGS:  

Solid Waste -  One (1) Alternate Representative 

Assessment Appeals Board No. 3 - One (1) Alternate 

Behavioral Health Commission - Public Interest - One (1) opening 

Riverside County Flood Control - Commissioner - One (1) opening 

Highgrove Municipal Advisory Council (MAC) -  One (1) Alternate       

First 5 Children & Families Advisory Committee— One (1) Member                                   

Good Hope Municipal Advisory Council (MAC) - Two (2) Alternates                                                                              

In Home Support Services (IHSS) - Recipient or Consumer of IHSS Services - One (1) opening 

 

 

If you are interested in applying for any of these positions  

please see a link and instructions to an  

 

Riverside Transit Agency (RTA) is offering free rides 

on all local CommuterLink and GoMicro buses every 

Friday and will continue through June 28, 2024.  

Let RTA take you to your next destination  

for free! 

Get your Free Ride Friday Pass on the GoMobile app. 

It’s free! 

For any questions please reach out to RTA at 

 (951) 565-5002 or visit their website at  

RiversideTransit.com 

https://www.riversidetransit.com/
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 1st District  2024 Woman  of  The Year 

STERLON MARIE SIMS 
 

 

 

Congratulations to Sterlon Sims on being the 

2024  District 1 Woman of the Year. On March 

5,  this award was given to an outstanding   

woman in each supervisory district who has 

demonstrated an exceptional  commitment to her 

community by working to improve the status of 

women and their families in Riverside County. 

Sterlon Sims has been a member of the First 

District's Mead Valley Municipal Advisory 

Council since 2016, and a regular volunteer at 

community events and clean-ups. 
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Highgrove  Community Updates 
Highgrove  Spay and Neuter 
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On March 22, The            

Department of  Animal    

Services Spay and Neuter 

event at the Highgrove 

Community  Library was a 

major success. We were able 

to help dozens of Highgrove 

pet owners. Stay tuned for     

future  opportunities.  

Animal Services just started using this new spay and neuter mobile clinic this 
year, and Highgrove was its first stop in the First District! 
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 Mead Valley Easter Event 

Our annual Mead Valley Easter event hosted by The Grove Community Church on Saturday, March 
23rd was a tremendous success! More than 500 people attended on a rainy day to enjoy the Easter egg 

hunt, carnival games, bounce houses, interactive games, food, raffles, and of course the traditional pho-
to with the Easter Bunny. Many thanks to Noland Turnage, Misty Felix, the Grove staff, and the 94 

volunteers who made this event possible. 

Mead Valley  Street Food Vending Workshop 

District 1 hosted a Street Food Vending Workshop on March 20th, at the Mead Valley Community 
Center. This event was a huge success, providing information to residents on how to become a li-

censed street vendor.  A big shoutout to Riverside County Environmental Health, Code Enforcement, 
Office of Economic Development, and the Perris Chamber of Commerce for their invaluable contri-

butions to this informative event.  
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 National Crime Victims ‘ Rights Week 

Every year, National 
Crime Victims’ Rights 
Week serves as a  
poignant reminder of 
the impact crime has on              
individuals, families, 
and communities across 
the nation. This year, 
from April 21st to April 
27th, we stand together 
to recognize and sup-
port those who have 
been affected by crime. 
As part of our commit-
ment to  honoring this 
cause, we invite you to 
join us for two special 
candlelight vigils host-
ed by the Riverside 
County District Attor-
ney’s Office on April 
23rd in Palm Desert and 
April 24th in Riverside.  

The candlelight vigils 
symbolize our solidari-
ty and support for vic-
tims of crime, as well 
as our dedication to ad-
vocating for their 
rights. These solemn 
gatherings provide a 
space for reflection, re-

membrance, and healing. By coming together as a community, we not only honor the lives 
lost and the pain endured but also reaffirm our commitment to creating safer, more sup-
portive environments for all. 

The District 1 team participates in these events every year.  If you would like to attend this 
event, please see the event flyer above.  
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Upcoming 2023 Tax Information 

 

Supervisor Kevin Jeffries—District #1  Website- www.SupervisorJeffries.org    Email - district1@rivco.org 

4080 Lemon St, 5th Floor Riverside, CA 92501 (951) 955-1010  *  16275 Grand Avenue, Lake Elsinore, CA  92530 (951) 471-4500 

 

Please see the below flyers for California Earned Income Tax Credit (CalEITC) and the Young Child Tax 
Credit (YCTC). These are state tax credits for working Californians. If you qualify, you may see a        

reduced tax bill or a larger refund. Please follow the below link for more information: 
 https://www.caleitc4me.org/ 
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More than 75% of a mattress can be       
recycled into other products, diverting   
valuable resources from local landfills! 
Learn how to recycle your mattress and 
free disposal options that may be available 
to you at:  
ByeByeMattress.com #byebyemattress 
  
You can visit their website 
www.ByeByeMattress.com to find a      
recycling location and additional            
information. If you would like these      
materials in Spanish, please let us know! 
  
For more information about the program in 
your area, your local Bye Bye  Mattress 
coordinator is Tyler Douthitt at           
(949) 534-6693. 

https://byebyemattress.com/
https://byebyemattress.com/
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